HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 


VOL. IV.) June 15, 1832. [NO. 8. 


SERMON. 
[Concluded from page 389. } 


Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.—Marrnew xi. 28. 


Ir was proposed to consider, 

1. What is implied in sinners’ being weary and 
heavy laden. 

II. What is implied in their coming to Christ. 

III. What is implied in the rest they find by com- 
ing to him. 

Having considered, at some length, what is im- 
plied in sinners’ being weary and heavy laden; I 
now come to consider, 

If. What is implied in their coming to Christ. 
There is a difference between their being we 
and heavy laden, and their coming to Christ. This 
indeed is absolutely necessary in order to coming to 
Christ ; but it is not coming, and finding rest. But 
it may be asked, whether a sense of guilt, and of the 
divine displeasure, together with a cordial submis- 
sion to the sovereignty of God, be not the same 
thing as coming to Christ, or accepting the terms 
of salvation? ‘To this | answer, No. Coming to 
Christ implies something more than all this. And 

in particular, , 

1. It implies a just view of Christ in his mediato- 
rial Character. As a divine person Christ bears the 
exact image of God the Father, and is really God. 
But as God he is not Mediator. The weary and 
heavy laden sinner sees no ground of hope in a holy 
and righteous sovereign. It is only through a medi- 
ator, that the penitent and submissive. sinner can 
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approach to God with confidence and hope. ‘This 
our Saviour suggests in the words immediately. pre- 
ceding the text. <‘‘ All things are delivered unto me 
of my Father: and no man knoweth the Sen, but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will re- 
veal him.” Again he says, “Every man that hath 
heard; and hath /earned of the Father, cometh unto 
me.” That is, those who have learned their guilt 
and danger, and submitted to the sovereignty of 
God, have learned their need of a Saviour, and are 
in that respect prepared to come to Christ. But 
coming to Christ implies a just view of him as a 
Mediator between God and man, or as the propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole world. Christ took 
upon him human nature, and appeared in the form 
of a servant to his Father, in order to make an 
atonement for sin, by his death on the cross. He 
died, the just for the unjust; that God might be just 
and the justifier of those who believe. Those who 
are weary and heavy laden, do not desire to be sav- 
ed, unless it be consistent with the justice of God to 
saye them. And they cannot see how it can be con- 
sistent with the justice of God to save them, without 
seeing Christ in his mediatorial character, as the 
end of the law for righteousness, to every one that 
believeth. But when they have just views of Christ 
as mediator, then they see the way open for God to 
become reconciled to the penitent and believing sin- 
ner.. Christ appears to theia able to save to the ut- 
termost the weary and heavy ‘laden. “He appears 
just such a Saviour as they stand in perishing need 
of. Such a view of Christ is implied in coming to 
him. 

2. This spies loving Christ in his mediatoria! 
character. é is infinitely amiable for loving right- 
-eousness and hating iniquity, and condemning sin in 
flesh, by laying down his life on the cross. It is 
love to God, to righteousness, and, to. sinners, con- 
stitutes his. pecuhar amiableness. as Mediator and 




























143%, Sermon 403 

























Redeemer. And coming to Christ implies being. re- 
united to him in affection. ‘The weary and heavy 
Jaden, when the mediatorial character of Christ is 
opened to them, are perfectly pleased with it, and 
they immediately become united to him asthe bran- 
ches are united to the vine. He appears to them 
precious, and the chiefest among ten thousands... In 
this sense, the penitent malefactor on the cross came 
to Christ, when his heart moved towards him, and 
he approved of the way of salvation by him. Weary 
and heavy laden sinners, when they come to Christ, 
love him asa Saviour, and approve of what he has 
done and suffered to open the way for them to return 
to God, and find pardon and acceptance with him. 
They become united with Christ in his views and 
feelings, and approve of that atonement which, he 
has made for the remission ofsins. They cordially 
come into the gospel scheme of salvation, and are 
willing to be saved through the atonement of Christ, 
and in no other way. They become one with Christ 
in affection, as he is one with the Father. Besides, 

3. Coming to Christ implies trusting in him, or 
depending upon him for salvation. To trust in 
Christ is something more than haying just views of 
his mediatorial character and really loving that 
character: it is depending upon what he has done 
for pardon and eternal life. Such a trust in Christ 
it was foretold the Gentiles should place in him. 
Thus we read in the next chapter to our text,“ And 
in his name shall the Gentiles érust.” And theapos- 
tle Paul tells the Ephesians, that he and they had 
trusted in Christ. <‘‘'That we should be to the praise 
of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom 
ye also trusted after that’ ye heard the word of, truth, 
thé gospel of your salvation.” Trusting in Christ is 
renouncing all selfrighteousness and selfdependence, 
and relying alone upon the atonement of Christ for 
salvation; which is the very essence of that prec- 
ious faith, which works by love, or flows from’ it, 
When weary and heavy laden sinners discover the 
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true character of Christ, and really love him, this 
love leads them to renounce all selfdependence, and 
trust in Christ alone for pardon and salvation. Paul 
tells the Philippians that he thus trusted in Christ. 
His account of himself is very instructive and strik- 
ing. “If any other man thinketh that he hath 
whereof to trust in the flesh, | more; circumcised 
the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touch- 
ing the Jaw a Pharisee ; concerning zeal, persecu- 
ting the Church; touching the righteousness which 
is of the law, blameless. But what things were 
gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, 
doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the ex- 
celleney of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord ; 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung that 1 may win Christ, and be 
found in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the Jaw, but that which is through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith.” ‘Thus coming to Christ implies trusting in 
him, as well as loving him in his true mediatorial 
character. 

It now remains to show, 

IfI. What is implied in that rest, which the weary 
and heavy laden find by coming to Christ. Rest is 
what is promised. ‘‘Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bor and are heavy Jaden, and I will give you rest.” 
This promise shall certainly be fulfilled, both in this 
life and in that which is to come. ‘There is an in- 
fallible connection between coming to Christ, and 
finding rest. But we are now to inquire, what is 
implied in that rest, which those weary and heavy 
laden sinners find, who come to Christ? Here I[ 
would observe, 

1. They find rest from the divine displeasure. 
Before they came to Christ, they felt the weight of 
God’s wrath. They expected to lie forever under 
the weight of his displeasure. But when they come 
to Christ, they see that God can forgive all their 
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transgressions, and become reconciled to them. 
And though they still deserve his wrath, yet he can 
consistently, love them freely and receive them gra- 
ciously. This gives them joy and peace in believ- 
ing. Hence says the apostle, “Therefore being 
jus stified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” As soon as the weary and 
heavy laden trust in Christ, the fear of God’s wrath 
vanishes; that heavy burdenisremoved. Hope suc- 
ceeds to fear, joy to sorrow. All those perfections 
in God which struck terror, afford joy and satisfac- 
tion. Thus the three thousand, who had been prick- 
ed in the heart, and thrown into anguish and dis- 
tress under the weight of God’s dis spleasure, as soon 
as they believed, were filled with joy and gladness 
of heart. The Eunuch, after discovering “and be- 
lieving in Christ, went on his way rejoicing. And 
the Jailor, who had been weary and heavy laden, 
found joy and peace in believing. By coming to 
Christ, the weary and heavy laden find the burdens 
they had felt removed; and this is properly rest; 
and rest equal to the burdens removed. But, 

2. The weary and heavy laden, who come to 
Christ, not only find all their pains and distresses 
taken away, but they find positive happiness in the 
enjoyment of God. It is one thing, not to suffer the 
terrors of the Almighty ; it is another thing, to have 
the terrors ofthe Almighty removed; and it is still 
another thing, to enjoy the favor of God, which is 
life, and his loving kindness, which is better than life. 
It is through Christ, that believers come to the pos- 
itive enjoyment of God. Sosays the apostle. “ For 
through him we both have access by one spirit to 
the Father. Now therefore ye are no more stran- 
gers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God.” When the 
way of salvation by Christ opens to the weary and 
heavy laden; when their hearts become united to 
him by love, ‘and when they renounce al] selfdepen- 
dence, and rely upon him alone for salvation: they 
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then find the enjoyment of God, and enter into com- 
munion with all the friends and followers of Christ. 
They enjoy a happiness superior to al] that they had 
ever before enjoyed in the course of their lives. 
They can appeal to God and say “ whom have we 
in heaven but thee, and there is none on earth that 
we desire besides thee.” ‘Thisis the earnest of their 
heavenly inheritance, and the beginning of that rest 
which remains for the people of God in a future 
state. ‘They find it is good for them to draw near 
to God; and that the nearer God draws to them, 
the more their love, their faith, their joy, and their 
hope is increased. ‘They are at rest, and their for- 
mer inquiry, ‘who will show us any good,’ is at an 
end. ‘Their only desire is that God would lift upon 
them the light of his countenance, and this will give 
them all the happiness they wish for. And though 
such rest in God is greater or less, in those who 
come to Christ, at different times; yet it is a lasting 
rest. ‘They enjoy it, in a higher or lower degree, 
through life. But the more they become acquaint- 
ed with Christ, the more they imbibe his spirit ; and 
the more they renounce all confidence in them- 
selves, the more they may expect that rest and 
peace, which the world cannot give, and which the 
world cannot take away. ‘These are the consoling 
words of Christ, “‘ He that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him; and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him.” And the apostle John 
says, “ Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.” Such rest in God, and 
such rest from the burdens of sin and guilt; all 
weary and heavy laden sinners find by coming te 
Christ. 
HEADS OF IMPROVEMENT. 

1. It appears from what has been said concern- 
ing weary and heavy laden sinters, that merely 
awakened and convinced sinners are not of this 
character. Many, who are under the terrors of the 
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Almighty, and realize their own guilt and the divine 
displeasure, are far from being weary and heavy 
laden. ‘They are strong and resolute to take the 
kingdom of heaven, by viclence. And they will not 
be weary and heavy laden until they are still—and 
resign themselves into God’s sovereign hand. 

2. It appears from what has been said concerning 
coming to Christ, that none can come to him before 
they repent. ‘They may feel their guilt and danger ; 
they may groan under their burdens; and they may 
seek and strive for heaven: but they must be truly 
sorry for their sins, before they can come to Christ 
for pardon. 

3. We learn from what has been said concerning 
coming to Christ, that none can come. without sub- 
mission to divine sovereignty. They cannot feel 
the full weight of their burdens, until they renounce 
all claims to relief—and are reconciled to carrying 
their burdens to all eternity. 

1. We learn from what has been said concerning 
coming to Christ, that none can come to. him for 
regeneration, but for pardon only. — It is not the of- 
fice of Christ, as Mediator, to regenerate. ‘This 
belongs to the Divine Spirit. . It is not the office of 
Christ, as Mediator, to make sinners weary and 
heavy laden, but to relieve them of their burden: 
and this is done by his atonement. Many urge sin- 
ners to come to Christ as they are, for regeneration 
—but 

5. It appears from what has been said of coming 
to Christ, that it is as difficult for sinners to comply 
with the invitations of Christ, as to,obey any of his 
commands. They must come weary and heavy la- 
den—penitently and submissively. 

6. It appears from what has. been said concern- 
ing coming to Christ, that sinners. must love Christ 
in his medtatorial character, in order to come to him, 
and ‘not only as their friend. 

7. It appears from what has been, said concera- 
that rest, which heavy laden sinners find by coming 
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to Christ, that it does not essentially consist in a 
sense of safety, but in the enjoyment of God. 

8. We learn the absurdity of those sinners, who 
complain that Christ is not willing to save them; 
when they are not willing tocome to him. Many do 
complain, who are not willing. 

9. We learn from this discourse, that those who 
have come to Christ may know it. They may 
know whether they have been weary and heavy la- 
den. They may know whether they have found 
rest, and whether they continue to find it. 

This subjects speaks to two sorts of sinners: 
those who slight Christ, and those who oppose him. 
Come—Christ’s invitation will shut your mouths for- 
ever. SENEX. 


RELIGIOUS DECLENSION. 


While christians desire and receive the doctrines of divine 
truth in their purity and simplicity, they grow in knowledge, 
holiness, usefulness, happiness, beauty and strength. They 
then muintain the pure and lively exercise of holy affec- 
tions in view of the objects, which the gospel of God places be- 
fore their minds. ‘They are then constant, faithful and humble 
in the performance of the duties, which they owe their Creator, 
their fellow creatures and themselves. They are patient and 
joyful in all their afflictions and sorrows. And they are watch- 
ful and prayerfil against every delusion and temptation. They 
also easily take unto themselves the whole armor of God.— 
While they stand in the truth and strength of God, they enjoy 
communion with the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
with their christian brethren, in the ordinances and privileges 
of the gospel. But christians may decline from the service and 
favor of God. Churches are liable to err from his ways and to 
harden their hearts from his fear, and their declension always 
begins by turning from the true knowledge of God, If they 
turn from the knowledge of his supreme object in his decrees 
and conduct, in his law and gospel, they turn from the foun- 
tain of light and of life; and they will fall into darkness and 
weakness, into trouble and shame. And they easily, though 
insensibly, fall into the hands of their enemies, who are ever 
watchful to take advantage of their unwatchfulness and unfaith- 
fulness. By turning from the true knowledge of God, his an- 
cient people turned after idols and erred from the path of truth 
and peace. in the same way christian professors-and christian 
churches declined in religion, during the ministry of the apos- 
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tles and in the following centuries, until they were involved in 
tle delusions and abominations of the antichristian apostacy. 
In the same way the churches in Europe declined after the 
protestant reformation. In this way the churches in New 
England have always been liable to religious declension; and 
they have declined, in this way, for the last thirty years with 
peculiar and astonishing rapidity. And in this way they will 
still decline, until they die; if they do not return to the true 
knowledge and love of God, as he manifests his :overeignty, 
his holiness, his glory and beauty, by the g» eat doctrines of elec- 
tion and reprobation ; as well as by the doctrines of regeneration, 
justification and depravity. If the character, decrees and con- 
duct of God, as they are revealed in the holy serjptures and 
manifested by the salvation of the elect and destruction of the 
nonelect, are not taught, maintained and vindicated against all 
errorists and opposers, it will be impossible to understand and 
defend a single doctrine, or duty of natural, or of revealed re- 
ligion. For God intends to manifest all his greatness and all 
his goodness forever and ever, by his decrees and conduct res- 
pecting the salvation of the elect and the destruction of the 
reprobate. So far as any churches, any christians, or any 
preachers, decline from God and his truth, on these great sub- 
jects, they will decline in respect to all the doctrines, and du- 
ties, and blessings of the gospel. For it is for the greatest, 
wisest and best reasons, ‘* he hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy and whom he will he hardeneth.” God intends, for the 
glory of his great, holy and dreadful name, to have vessels of 
wrath, as well as vessels of mercy, according to the counsel of 
his own will. They, who decline from the supreme object of 
God, in the gospel, will in all respects, de scline in religion. 


| Boston Chr. Herald. | AnTiPAs. 


From the Journal and Telegraph. 


IS THERE NO GOOD DONE EXCEPT DURING’ A REVIVAL ? 





A revival of religion, or a special outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, every Christian must regard as the richest blessing which 
God ever bestows upon the church or the world. It is a bles- 
sing for which God’s people should keep pleading and labor- 
ing continually ; and in view of the bestowment of which, they 
ought to send up their most devout thanksgivings.. Neverthe- 
less, if we mistake not, there is a notion gaining currency at 
the present day, in connexion with this subject, which is not 
only false, but of decidedly evil tendency—it is the notion that 
there is little or nothing done for the spiritual interests of the 
church, except during a season of revival. There are many 
who seem to feel as if the preaching and ordinances of the gos- 
pel are of little or no effect, and every thing as it. respects the 
salvation of men, were standing still, unless there is a general 
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interest and inquiry excited in respect to this great subject. 
And more than that, if we do not greatly mistake, there are 
those who imagine that the fact there is no revival around them, 
is some apology for their own inaction. We fear that there 
are many professing Christians who think their own apathy is 
at least to be tolerated during a time of general stupidity ; and 
that they may well enough afford to slumber on till the out- 
pouring of the Spirit comes as a signal for them to awake. 
And so too we believe there are many careless sinners under 
the influence of substantially the same delusion, who sleep qui- 
etly over their immortal interests on the ground that religion 
is to be gained only ina revival, and that at any other time 
they have a sort of warrant for neglecting their soul’s salvation. 
All this is dangerous error and gross perversion. 

As to the matter of fact, it is not true that little or no good 
is accomplished for the spiritual interests of man, except dur- 
ing a revival. The kingdom of Ged sometimes cometh without 
observation. Many no doubt are actually the subjects of re- 
newing grace during times in which there is no apparent ex- 
citement ; and many others we bave reason to believe, are then 
gradually brought in a greater or less degree, under the influ- 
ence of the truth, and thus are prepared to be the subjects of 
a renewing operation whenever the Holy Spirit is poured out. 
Then too, Christians often make much progress in the divine 
life; they have in many instances more to do with their Bibles 
and their hearts in such circumstances, than in the midst of a 
powerful excitement, and when large demands are made upoa 
their time in counselling and directing inquiring sinners. We 
fear that if we could sce a faithful record of the experience of 
many Christians during a revival, we should find that that was 
not the season of their greatest, religious improvements ; but 
that on the contrary, owing to their own neglect, they were 
the subjects ofa mere transient excitement, which passed away, 
without advageing them but little towards heaven. 

While therefore we would never be found to undervalue the 
blessing of a genuine revival, we would protest against the no- 
tion that the cause of Christ is not going forward in the salva- 
tion of men at any other time. We would protest against it 
not only because it is fitted to exert a decidedly bad influence 
both on the church and on the world; and because too, we 
may add, it is adapted more thaw almost any thing else, to keep 
down the true revival spirit. 

Let sinners always be pressed with the present obligations 
of religion, and let Christians always realize that they have no 
right at any time to grow weary in well doing, and the spiritu- 
al interests both of the church and the world, will be most like- 
ly to be advanced ; seasons of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord will be most likely often to be repeated, and revivals, 
wheu they actually come, will not come under any questionable 
form, and there is good reason to hope, will be free to a great 
extent from any spurious admixture. We fully believe that 
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the best way of bringing about a genuine revival, is not to bring 
any human machinery in operation that is designed chiefly for 
present effect, but to keep soberly and earnestly, and believ- 
ingly, at work in God's appointed way. ‘That something might 
be got up in the former case, we do not question ; but in the 
latter, we might expect with good reason that God would 
crown the efforts of his people with the genuine effusion of the 


Holy Ghost. 


From the Richmond (Va.) Whig. 
THE SLAVE QUESTION. 


What is the question ot who shall be President—of Banks, 
of Roads, and Canals, of 'Tariffs—to this? In our estimation, 
all other questions of Peace or War, of measures or men,which 
now engage, or have engaged, the consideration of the people 
of Virginia since the revolution, are by the side of this, com- 
paratively insignificant. War, in its desolation, embraces its 
ruin, a few only of those who are parties to it; slavery in its 
moral consequences, extends its curse to every individual of 
the State where it exists. War, at the worst, is temporary and 
speedily,by the disasters it inflicts,produces a mutual desire for 
peace ; slavery multiplies its evils and increases the probability 
of its perpetuation, at every step, and in every instant oftime 
it is tolerated. No! There has been no question considered 
since 1775, so momentous as the question of its abolition ;— 
there can be no question embracing such multitudes its decis- 
ion for weal or for woe, and reaching in its effects so far down 
the stream of time. Not Virginia only is interested—not 
whether her sons shall be relieved of the reproach, the awful 
and incalculable oppression, and the piece-meal political death 
of slavery, and whether the descendants of 450,000 blacks 
shall in future ages and in their native clime, enjoy liberty— 
not these points of magnitude as they are, present the whole 
question. That in its wide rang comprehends all the Southern 
States, and all their inhabitants, and not the Jiving only, but 
all succeeding generations. What mind can grasp the migh- 
ty subject ? “What intellect can appreciate its magnitude 1— 
What Philantrophy can calulate the benefits to mankind, of 
Virginia’s successful execution of a plan of abolition? Un- 
questionably every Southern State, with what exhibition it 
might, would follow the iilustrious example. The moral feel- 
ing of that example, would impart a resistless impulse. 

For our own part, since events have conquered the liberty 
of free discussion, we have considered the question settled. — 
The moment statesmen were publicly to examine the moral 
foundation, and the pernicious effects of slavery, andthe Press 
was unshackled to proclaim their sentiments, and to combatin 
the cause of reason, justice and the common good, that mo 
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ment the decree of ubolition was registered in the book of fate. 
It must be so and catinot be otherwise. ‘This year may not see 
the vast work commenced, nor the next, nor the next. A 
ha.f century may not see it completed. But, commenced # 


will be—COMPLETED IT WILL BE. 


CANT TERMS. 


We sometimes copy articles, especially accounts of revivals, 
in which the language is very exceptionable. Such terms as 
‘*anxious seats,’’ *‘ anxious meetings,” and the like, are a pal- 
pable murdering of English, and ought to be entirely avoided. 
Certain quotations from Seripture, not the most appropriate, 
and certain allusions to facts mentioned in the Bible, tho’ fre- 
quently met with, are equally reprehensible ; such as * acloud 
no bigger than a man’s hand;” “ a sound of abundance of rain ;” 
‘*a sound of going in the tops of mulberry trees,” and the like. 
Each of these may have been first introduced into descriptions 
of revivals on an occasion which justified it ; but their constant 
appearance, with which they are annoyed, shows nothing but 
want of definite ideas in those who use them 3 and it shows that 
most clearly. These phrases, thrown into an account of a re- 
vival to lengthen it, convey no definite meaning. Equally cen- 
surable are certain ever recurring expressions, not found in 
Scripture; such as ‘‘mercy drops,’ arrows of conviction,” 
&e. 

If a man wishes to write an account of a revival of religion, 
let him just state in plain language, what was done and what 
was the result, in such words as express his meaning, avoiding 
carefully al] figurative language and scriptural allusion which 
does not convey a definite meaning. If you have something 
to relate, which words cannot adequutely express, the matter 
will not be mended by using words which express nothing 
clearly. 

Such language as we have here deprecated has been censur- 
ed as a violation of good taste and as tending to prejudice Jit- 
erary men against religion. We have an objection against its 
use which lies deeper, and is of still more importance. It tends 
to propagate aud perpetuate that vagueness of thought in which 
it originates. It habituates the religious public to use words, 
supposing that they mean a great deal, when in fact they mean 
nothing. lt favors the nabit of being excited by words which 
convey no definite ideas; and this is the very essence of fanat- 
icism. It tends to relax the habit of saying exactly what you 
mean; and as the habit relaxes, the sense of obligation to do 
it will grow weak, and the whole character will deteriorate. 
In these and in various other ways, it tends to injure the qual- 
ity of our religion; and for such an injury, no supposable good 
can be an equivalent.— Vt. Chron. 
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From the Christian Mirror. 













THE AMOUNT OF POWER IN THE COMMUNITY. 


The amount of power in the community for the promotion 
of general happiness is wonderfully great. In our country, la- 
bor, tothe amount ef 133,000,000 of dollars, has, by recent 

calculation, been yearly expended about ardent spirits; and yet 
this immense loss has been borne; and our country has grown 
' richer and happier. It may reasonably be supposed that an 
equal amount has been expended in other follies and vices; and 
then we have two hundred and sixty six millions of dollars’ 
worth of labor lost to the whole community; and yet we have 
continued to flourish. If we survey other countries, we find 
sums beyond calculation expended in luxuries for a few, and 
yet national happiness on the whole augmented. In England, 
more than one hundred millions of dollars is expended in mere 
luxuries on several hundred titled drones; in addition to the a- 
mount wasted in vice and folly by the great multitude; yet 
England can sustain this enormous useless expenditure ; and 
increase its wealth. Our country has so much power of every 
kind, that its inhabitants might enjoy all the substantial com- 
forts of life of all descriptions—dwellings, apparrel, food, means 
of education, religious privileges, civil government, and in ad- 
dition to all this, appropriate two hundred and sixty six mill- 
ions of dollars annually in labor to promote the public welfare. 
The power possessed by a community comprises human 
strength, the strength of anirmals at man’s control, water pow- 
er, machinery of all descriptions and all the agencies of matter 
under the direction of human skill. When we reflect what 
men can do by the aid of machinery and of the power of wa- 
ter, animal strength and steam—it will be apparent that the 
amount of power possessed by the community is immense. 
The wonder is that this immense power has not raised society 
to higher perfection ; but one reason of this is that its amount 
has not been thought on; and a proper estimate has not been 
formed of what might be done for the promotion of human 
happiness. Ler Curistians THINK oF THIS. Jf is in their 
power by union and effort to have such an application made of 
the resources of the community, as shall improve beyond con- 
ception the condition of their country. B. e. 
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POE TR YT '. 
From the Christian Mirror. 
THE CHRISTIAN RUM SELLER 
IN HIS CLOSET: OR, THE TRIUMPH OF CONECIENCE. 
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A Christian once retired to pray, 
And, kheeling low, was*wont to say : 


Tate lheenc ¢. 


** Our Father, still in heaven the same, 

All hallowed be thy glorious name.” 

When conscience, with a load oppressed 

Our humble suppliant thus addressed: 

** To-day you ’ve sold that rum for gain, 

‘That made your neighbor so profane, 

And now may be with poisoned breath 

Still scattering arrows, fire and death.” 

He next proceeds, though almost dumb, 

And whispers out, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come.”’ 

But, adding still to his surprise, 

The monitor within replies: 

‘© You still pursue your cursed craft, 

And vend the soul-destroying draught, 

That greatly checks this kingdom fair, 

And fills the regions of despair.” 

He ventures on once more, and said, 

** Give us this day our daily bread.”°— 

‘* What! while your premises retain, 

Tn pay for Rum, the poor man’s grain! 

Or in your drawer the price is laid, 

That should have bought his children bread!’ 

‘Thus conscience roused to do his part, 

Directs the arrow to his heart, 

At length by keen conviction stung, 

With heavy heart and faultering tongue, 

He cries, ‘* Forgive, and grant salvation , 

And keep us ever from temptation; 

Nor any longer will I lay, 

‘Temptation in my neighbor’s way; 

What thus is earned, when understood, 

Is certainly the price of blood. 

I *d rather dig, or beg, or serve, 

And if I must, I ’d rather starve. 

O where shall end the frightful tale, 

Conveyed by every flying mail, 

Of murder, misery and wo, 

That from the cursed traffic flow? 

Tam resolved the unrighteous gain 

Shall never more my coffers stain.” 

Then, in humility disposed 

To blest assurance, sweetly closed: 

** The kingdom’s thine and will retain 

The glory, power, and praise, Amen.”’ 

Then calmly rising from his knees, 

His heart approved and all was peace. 
Bristol, April 10, 1832. Mwason. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Turoioaicat.—lIt is rumored, and we believe correctly, that a Min- 
ister of one of the oldest and most respectable congregational societies 
in this city bas recently notified his church that he considers the ad- 
ministration of the Lord’s Supper a, useless form—that it has not a di- 
vine origin—that it is productive of no good—exciting no religious ot 
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henevolent feelings—that it is altogether a seusual indulgence at vari- 
ance with the spirituality of Christianity—and he advises that its ad- 
ministration be dispensed with in future. It may well be supposed 
that the proposition produced no little surprise to his church, who it is 
said have referred the subject to a conimittee for consideration; per- 
haps it may not be improper for us to remark, that there are many 
christians who have a similar view of this ordinance.’ 

*¢ Since we first read the foregoing article, we have understood that 
the minister referred to,is Rey. Mr. Emmerson, of the Church to which 
Rev. Henry Ware, jr. formerly ministered. Such is the downward 
course of upitarianism. It first thrusts the Divine Redeemer out of 
the church, and then (consistently we should say,) sets aside his ordi- 
nances. We hope the proposition of Mr. Emerson will be carried 
into effect, not only in his, but in every Unitariun church in the lant. 
Itis no more than.a legitimate fruit of their faith, or rather of their 
want of faith; and the distinction between Unitarian and Christian 
churches cannot be too widely marked. If we deny.the supreme di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ, the ordinance of his Supper must indeed be a 
© useless form,” and its observance has no more of a divine sanction, 
than the birth day of Washington. ‘The progress of infidelity, how- 
ever, is truly alarming. he ‘‘ Free Inquirers” lead the van; and 
the Uiversalists and Unitarians are, by the “‘ lock step,”” marching at 
ther heels.”°—.Morning Post. : 

Remarkable Baptism.—We are requested to state, that the ald Gen- 
tleman of one hundred years of age, who was baptised by Rev Enos 
George of Barnstead, on the 6th of May last, and which was mention- 
ed in our paper of the 19th May, stood on the door stone of his own 
house, in the presence of between 400 and 500 people and received the 
ordinance by effusion or sprinkling.—New Hamp. Observer. 

Temperance.—T wenty-one merchants from 8 towns in that vicinity 
formed a Temperance Society at Farming Centre Village, N. Y., on 
the 16th of April. ‘Their object is to diseountenance the traffic in ar- 
dent spirits. ‘They say, ‘‘ more evil results trom the intemperate than 
benefit trom the lemperate use of ardent spirit and consequently its 
exclusion from the country would promote the general good.—Gen of 

‘emp. 

Chatham Mass.—'The successs which has attended theefforts of the 
friends of temperance in this town has been encouraging. The Soci- 
ety numbers about one hundred and fifty. ‘'Theconsumption of ardent 
spirits has been much lessened.—Jour. of Humanity. 

A correspondent in N, H. writes us as follows: ‘’I'woyears since 
} abandoned the traffic in poison entirely, after having been engaged 
in it eleven years. Among my reasons for so dloing were the follow~ 
ing, viz: 1. | was convinced that the use of spirits habitually tends 
to destroy health, wealth, reputation and vital piety; 2 That in or- 
der to secure a living by selling spirits, a man must be dishonest, i. e. 
he is under the necessity of adultvating his liquors with pernicious 
drugs more poisoness than alcohol itself; and S_. ‘That if he suceeeds, 
he must reflect that he is euting the bread and wearing the apparel of 
he poor drunkard’s wife and children. Since I have abandoned that 
part of my business, my profits on other goods have amounted to two 
hundred dollars a year more than before,””—J0. 


Brown University.—The Hon. Nicholas Brown of Providence,has 
resolved to.erect, at his.own expense, another College edifice of briek; 
to embrace a.Chapel, Library, Philosophical Hall, Leetare Roums,&e. 


It isto. be three stories high and a basement—-96 feet long and 42-wide. 
It will be placed in the front vard of the College, on the south line. — 
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4 subscription has also been commenced, for raising twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars—to constitute a permanent fund—the proceeds to be an- 
nually appropriated to the purchase of books for the library, and of 
philosophical and chemical apparatus. ‘To this fund, Mr. Brown has 
subscribed ten thousand dollars. Another gentleinan of Providence has 
subscribed one thousand dollars. 


3” As nn apology for the late appearance of this, and the preced- 
ing and following numbers, the Editor states, that he was taken sick, 
on a journey, of the Scarlet Fever, or Canker Rash, and confined 
three weeks. He had the disease severely; but, through the good- 
néss of God, is restored to comfortable health. 


AGENTS. 

Ruope-Istann. Providence—Yates & Richmond, No. 8, Market 
square. Pawtucket, (North Providence)—Joseph Melntire, Book- 
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> Published at Rehoboth Village. Mass. by Rev. Otis Thompson, 
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Postrace or Tuis Parer.—-Under 100 miles, 1 cent: Over 100 miles 
1 1-2 cents. 
ORY & BROWN, 17 Market-street, have for sale a general as- 
sortment of religious books, among which are Daily Food—Mrs 
Rowe’s Devout Exercises—Comforts of Piety—Duily Piety—Gems 
of Piety—Gems of sacred Poetry—Dew Drops—Daily Crumbs—Di- 
rections to Persons just commencing a Religious Life—Daily Script- 
ure Expositor, &c. &c. together with a variety of new and standard 
Theological works. 
Providence, March 26, 1832. 


Tracts. 


Ww & H. REED, Taunton, Mass. are agents for the American 
e and Dectrinal Tract Societies, and have a general assortment 
constantly for sale at their store nearly opposite the Taunton Bank. 


Printing. 


Bess ANTHONY, Taunton, Mass. will execute BOOK 
PRINTING in good style and on reasonable terms. Office a 
few doors west of Taunton Bank. April, 1892. 





